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Academy Conference 2010
Using Variable Manager in Packet Tracer Activity Wizard
Activity
This activity was created by first building a complete functioning Packet Tracer scenario that will be used to create the activity file (.pka).
Convert a .pkt file to a .pka file

1. Open the pkt  file (Variable Manager - VLSM Activity.pkt)
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Go to the Extensions menu and select Activity Wizard







3. When prompted as to whether to use the current network as the answer network, click Yes
Enable the Variable Manager

4. [image: image5.png]ket Tracer
Fle Edt Options View Tools Help

= g = e E) R

Muliuser
Pc




From the Activity Wizard window, select Intermediate in the Activity Creation Experience

NOTE: remember you must select either Intermediate or Advanced to have access to the Variable Manager

5. Click on the Variable Manager button in the Activity Wizard
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At the bottom of the Variable Manager window, click in the check box for Show Variable Manager Interface







NOTE:  if you forget to check it initially, you can come back to the Introduction tab and check it later.
Create Pools
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Click on the Pools tab at the top of the Variable Manager window






8. For this activity, you will need to create four pools (Net_A, Net_B, Net_C, and WAN). These pools will be created as IP Address pools. Use the information in Table A to create the pools.
Table A

	Name
	Network
	Mask
	1st IP Address
	Last IP Address

	Net_A
	192.168.1.0
	255.255.255.192
	192.168.1.0
	192.168.1.63

	Net_B
	192.168.1.64
	255.255.255.224
	192.168.1.64
	192.168.1.95

	Net_C
	192.168.1.96
	255.255.255.240
	192.168.1.96
	192.168.1.111

	WAN
	192.168.1.112
	255.255.255.252
	192.168.1.112
	192.168.1.115


Create Variables
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After the pools have been created, click on the Variables tab






10. For this activity, you will need to create four variables (Network_A, Network_B, Network_C, and WAN_links) to be used in the activity. The variables will be used to call up the information in the pools that were previously created. Use the information in Table B to create the variables.
Table B

	Variable Name
	Pool Name
	Value
	PoolType

	Network_A
	Net_A
	Entire Range
	IP

	Network_B
	Net_B
	Entire Range
	IP

	Network_C
	Net_C
	Entire Range
	IP

	WAN_links
	WAN
	Entire Range
	IP


Copy / Paste Instruction into the Activity

Once the pools and variables are created, you are ready to add the instructions the activity. The instructions can be written in plain text or if you wish to have special formatting (Bold, italics, text size, etc.) you can use some basic HTML coding. 
11. For this activity, you can open the file Instructions to Insert in Activity.doc and copy the instructions and then paste them into the Activity Wizard Instructions window. 
NOTE:  Before pasting, be sure that the Edit tab is selected.
12. Click on the Preview as HTML tab in the Instructions window to be sure the text appears in the format you desire.
Insert variables into the Answer Network

Now you are ready to set up the Answer Network by inserting variables. In the Answer Network window be sure the Assessment Tree tab is visible. 
13. You will need to insert variables for Branch, Central, PC0, PC1, and PC2. 
Branch
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Begin by expanding Branch by clicking on the  +  next to Branch. Then scroll down and expand Ports. 
15. Scroll down again and expand FastEthernet0/0. 
16. Locate the IP Address field and place a check in the box so that this field will be accessed

17. Click on the field name IP Address so that it is highlighted. Then click in the field again to allow you to edit the field. 
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Now that the field is ready to edit click on the <     next to Network _C to insert the variable name.



19. Scroll down in the Ports list to the Subnet Mask field and place a check in the box so that this field will be accessed
20. Click on the field name so that it is highlighted. Then click in the field again to allow you to edit the field 

21. Manually type the 255.255.255.240. Then press Enter.
22. Minimize FastEthernet0/0
23. Scroll down in Ports list to Serial0/0/0 and insert the WAN_link variable in the IP Address field
24. Scroll down to the Subnet Mask field and manually enter 255.255.255.252
25. Minimize the list of assessment items for Branch
Central

26. Expand Central in the Assessment Tree list. Then scroll down and expand Ports.

27. Scroll down again and expand FastEthernet0/0. 

28. Locate the IP Address field and insert the Network _A variable. 
29. Scroll down to the Subnet Mask field and manually enter 255.255.255.192
30. Minimize FastEthernet0/0
31. Scroll down again and expand FastEthernet0/1. 

32. Locate the IP Address field and insert the Network _B variable. 
33. Scroll down to the Subnet Mask field and manually enter 255.255.255.224
34. Minimize FastEthernet0/1
35. Scroll down again and expand Serial0/0/0. 

36. Locate the IP Address field and insert the WAN_link variable. 
37. Scroll down to the Subnet Mask field and manually enter 255.255.255.252
38. Minimize the list of assessment items for Central
PC0

39. Expand PC0 in the Assessment Tree list. 

40. Locate the Default Gateway field and insert the Network _A variable. 
41. Then scroll down and expand Ports.

42. Scroll down again and expand FastEthernet. 

43. Locate the IP Address field and insert the Network _A variable. 
44. Scroll down to the Subnet Mask field and manually enter 255.255.255.192
45. Minimize the list of assessment items for PC0
PC1

46. Expand PC1 in the Assessment Tree list. 

47. Locate the Default Gateway field and insert the Network _B variable. 
48. Then scroll down and expand Ports.

49. Scroll down again and expand FastEthernet. 

50. Locate the IP Address field and insert the Network _B variable. 
51. Scroll down to the Subnet Mask field and manually enter 255.255.255.224
52. Minimize the list of assessment items for PC1
PC2

53. Expand PC2 in the Assessment Tree list. 

54. Locate the Default Gateway field and insert the Network _C variable. 
55. Then scroll down and expand Ports.

56. Scroll down again and expand FastEthernet. 

57. Locate the IP Address field and insert the Network _C variable. 
58. Scroll down to the Subnet Mask field and manually enter 255.255.255.240
59. Minimize the list of assessment items for PC2
60. Click on the Initial Network Button and click on Copy from Answer Network
Test the activity

61. The activity is now ready to be tested. Before testing, be sure to save.

62. Verify that the activity works as it should
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